
VAN BUREN COUNTY JR/SR HIGH SCHOOL 
TIPS FOR GETTING STARTED WITH FINANCIAL AID 

Parents and Students: 

Now is the time to get started on the financial aid process for the 2023-2024 school year. The Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid (FAFSA) provides the starting point for state and federal grants, loans and scholarships.  Many private scholarships and college 
scholarships also required the completion of FAFSA before a student is eligible to receive funds. FAFSA filing deadline is now in 
October instead of January. This earlier filing date will allow students and families a better picture of financial assistance so 
additional planning can be done before a student goes off to college next fall. The information provided to FAFSA will be based on 
2021 tax information. 

Here are some tips for getting started. 

Begin by visiting fsaid.ed.gov  

This site will allow you and your son/daughter to establish a federal student aid ID. Having the ID will enable you to submit and sign 
documents electronically which speeds up the processing.  Students and Parents will each need to establish a FSA ID as you will 
both be providing information on the FAFSA form. 

When you log on to the site, you will need to enter your demographic information along with your social security number. The site 
will direct you through establishing a user name, password and several security questions. Please note: It is critical that you record 
your answers on piece of paper and file the information with other important documents. Trying to recall this information 
each time you update your FAFSA can be very difficult. Typically, you will only visit this site 1 time per year throughout your 
college education so a record of security passwords, questions, and secure codes is extremely important. 

When answering security questions, avoid answers that require spaces or punctuation. For example,” St. Mary’s Church”, should be 
entered as stmaryschurch 

FSAID will also request an email account to send a “secure” code for finishing the ID process. We encourage you to use an email 
account you check frequently because other information about your award will also come to this account.  

STUDENTS: Please do not use your school established email account as those will be de-activated upon graduation. Students will 
not be able to access financial aid information once those accounts are de-activated and you will need to access this information 
following graduation and throughout your college education. 

Establishing a FSA ID can be done prior to October 1st and will probably take you about 20-30 minutes. 

Once FSA ID is complete, you may visit fafsa.ed.gov 

This site will again have you enter demographic information and allow you to enter financial information used to establish an 
estimated family contribution (EFC). This site is linked to the IRS so if your tax information is filed electronically; it can be uploaded 
directly in the FAFSA report.  

FSAID help is available. If you have questions, please contact Mrs. Chapuis at 319-293-3183, ext: 4009 

FAFSA help is also available by contacting Sonya Davis at the Educational Opportunity Center on IHCC campus. Even if you 
are not attending IHCC, she can assist with the financial aid process.  

The Educational Opportunity Center and Iowa State Extension Service will be hosting a FAFSA Completion Night at Van 
Buren County CSD in October. Watch Facebook posts the first of October learn about specific times.  










